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U.S. Had Advised’Sadat Since 


By LESLIE H. GELB 

Sp-dil toTft* Nww Yort T.s>w 

WASHINGTON, Oct.,7 — United 
States concern about the personal safety 
of President Anwar el-Sadat goes back 
to the Nixon Administration. 

According to American officials* past 
and present* Mr; Sadat asked President 
Richard M. Nixon for help and was pro- 
vided with advice from the Secret Serv- 
ice on procedures for protecting leaders 
and with communications equipment 
from the Central'* Intelligence Agency 


with Mr. Sadat, the Saudi leaders, and 
Valery Giscand d'Estaing, tbeo Presi- 
dent of France, for covert action against 
Col. Muammar eKJaddafl, the Libyan 
leader. When Mr. Giscard d’Estaing kart 
his bid for re-election last spring, the 
plan, which would have used Egyptian 
and Sudanese paramilitary forces, was 
shelved, according to officials* ; 

Mr. Carter said today that he had dis- 
suaded Mr. Sadat at one time from in- 
vading Libya. When asked about, that, 
former Secretary of State Hemy A. Kis- 
singer said the Nixon and Ford Adminis- 
trations would have approved toe at- 
tack, but the question apfsarwtly never 
arose. ■ - l . 

On another occasion, in 1977, it took di- 
rect threats by President Carter to in- 
duce Colonel Qaddafi to recall two kill- 
ers he bad dispatched to assassinate 
i Hermann F. Eilts, the American Am- 
bassador to Egypt from 1373 to 13791 

Mr. Eilts said in an interview today 
that he and his family returned to the 
United States after American inteili- 
; gtmce had heard about toe plan and that 
j President Carter had sent sharp mee- 
: sages to the Libyan loader. The mes- 
sages detailed American knowledge of 
the Li byan operation, Mr. Eilts said. 

< In the meantime, according to Mr. 
Eilts and other officials, cne of the as- 
! sassins was apprehended and the other 
• never arrived in Egypt. . ' 


that would enable him to keep his 
whereabouts secret/ *•} ; 

The assistance was part of ah Ameri- 
can policy of helping friendly leaders in ! 
the Middle East protect themselves j 
against potential attacks by Libyans, I 
Palestinian guerrillas, Moslem funda- 
mentalists or their own armed forces. • 

* For over two decades in the Middle 
- East; it has been difficult to separate the 1 
..exigencies of personal safety from the 
| requirements of diplomacy. For Arab 
‘ leaders to deal with the United* States 
1 and Israel was to court personal danger,. 

: On at least one occasion, the^ United 
States- was prepared to move>Jbeyond 
passive assistance and to go* to the 
! source of the threats, according tq Rea- 
f gan Administration officials. * • V 

[ In 1980, according to the officials,.. 
i President Jimmy Carter made plans/ 
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curity were also concerned about a! 
potential threat from within Exjfpt 

“Mr. Sadat himself had a terribly 
fatalistic view about s ec uri t y. " Mr. 
Eilts said. **He was cavalier about it, 
but some of his people, his personal 
bodyguards and security people, wanted 
help.” - 

It was provided beginning in 1974 in 
contacts between the Secret Service and 
Mr. Sadat’s bodyguards. The Ameri- 
cans explained their techniques for 
moving Presidents around and guard- 
ing exit and entry points and their emer- 
gency evacuaticn procedures. 

It could not be learned whether their 
advice included the use of a bulletproof 
shield on public occasion* like a parade. 
It is standard procedure for an Ameri- 
can President to be shielded intMsnuiV; 
wren Inauguration Cay. . . 

In 1977, the officials said, Mr. Sadat's ! 
bodyguards requested advanced conxj 
tsatskaticni gear that had hem demV i 
oped by the Central InteUlgeoce Agar* 
cy. The equipment would allow them to 
seodaeamgaawitiaawt d an ger of totar- 
i caption. The eoocana, officials said, waa 
with potential plotters agate* Mr. 
Sadat in the armed fortes. ■ • 
i- “Having been a plotter in the armed 
forces himself,” Mr. Eilts said, ”Mr. 
Sadat was alert to this possible prob- 
lem.” . v . ■ i', 

Sadrt XaytCteekto&aBihaAnay 

I According m Admi nistratio n officials, 
jMr. Sadat ted Ids own tecteiqoe* for 
keeping checks on the milltaryserricw, 
and he rec e ive d daily reports through 
this system. Hwwrer, the officials said. 
Mr. Sadat nev er asked for American 
brfp for eavesdropping ca his own 
armed foreee. • 

A sector intelligence effldaT said 
today that information available about 
'Mr. Sadat’s aasasa to a indicated that 
;they were Modem ftandanamtsltots Be 
[said the Egyptian authorities, appar- 
ently concerned about a possible plot, 
arrested 30 people nr* weeks ago, in- 
clude military officers. - 

Those arrests, aad the In t e rr oga tions 
that followed, prompted tha authorities 
to widen their bmstlptticB and early 
last week; SO more people maw arretted. 
The official saMI he did net knew bow 

many, if any, were military officer*., i.. 
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